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Under the head of Siol Murray, the Tribe Name of the O'Conors of 
Connaught, and their correlatives, Mac Firbis says — " Some persons 
imply that whenever there is a Sishop of the Siol Murray, he is Bishop 
of Elphin ;" but, he adds — " I am not quite certain of this at all times." 
This observation is of some importance, and deserving of inquiry, consi- 
dering that the episcopal history of that diocese is a complete blank 
from the time of St. Patrick down to the middle of the twelfth century. 
The transcript extends over 45 pages of the neatly written volume 
which I have now the honour to present, in the name of my friend, 
Mr. "William Henneasy, and the contents of which I have very imper- 
fectly described. 

Mr. Kelly presented to the Library of the Academy, on the part of 
Mr. "William M. Hennessy, a transcript of the MS. made by himself. 
Whereupon it was — 

Resolved, — That the marked thanks of the Academy be returned 
to Mr. Hennessy and Mr. Kelly for the donation. 

"W. H. Hardinge, Esq., read a paper " On Manuscript Mapped and 
other Townland Surveys in Ireland of a Public Character." 

The Secretary read the following letter, addressed to the President, 
from Henbt O'Haba, Esq. : — 

On a Cromlech and othek Ancient Remains in the Pkesidency of 

Madbas. 

" Veey Rev. Sie, — It may interest the Members of the Royal Irish 
Society to know that in the Madras Presidency, East Indies, Cromlechs 
such as are found in Ireland are met with. 

Fig. 1. 



" I enclose a rough. pen-and-ink sketch of one standing some short 
distance from the Travellers' Bungalow at Policondah, thirteen miles 
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from Vellore. The ground in this locality is covered with interesting 
relics of a race whose occupancy of the country was evidently anterior 
to the Hindoos. I have marked on the sketch a line of defence from 
the base of the hill to the river, composed of large boulders. The foun- 
dations of circular buildings exist in considerable numbers ; and at the 
entrance to nearly all the dwellings a mass of granite stands, with a 
cavity cut into its upper surface, evidently intended for a mortar to pound 
grain in. 

Fig. 2. 



" The Cromlech I send a sketch of must have been an altar for sa- 
crifice ; it stands on a mass of laminated gneiss that crops out on the 
surface, so that it could not have been intended as a place of burial. I 
have not sketched in the circle of stones surrounding the Cromlech ; 
these are placed about a yard apart from each other, and form a circle of 
thirty yards diameter. 

" While laying out a new line of road to connect the southern trunlt 
road with that from Vellore to Amer, I discovered four other Cromlechs, 
placed so as to form a perfect square ; they are similar in construction 
to the one sketched. 

" The nature of my duties in India as an engineer in the service of 
Government took me much among the people, whose language and pecu- 
liarities I am well acquainted with. When I could prevail on one of 
the inhabitants near the site of these remains of a bygone race to get 
rid of the characteristic apathy of his countrymen to matters not per- 
sonally interesting, I could, learn from him the tradition, ' that the stones 
were put up by a people who lived in the country before Buddhism or 
Brahminism was introduced, and that the Cromlechs were sacrificial 
altars on which men were immolated.' 

" The villages of Dooshu and Mannidoor are a few miles south of the 
Palaar River, in the North Arcot District ; between these villages an 
immense tank, or reservoir, for storing water for rice irrigation stands. 
The tank is formed by filling up the gorge between two low hills, and 



192 

the water supplied by a channel from the river some miles higher up, 
and the drainage of the country. A large slab of granite has an inscrip- 
tion cut on it, and placed on the upper level of the tank ; the character 
of the letters is the same as the 
present language of the country ' s ' 

(Tamil) is written in, but the 
language of the inscription can- 
not be made out This may be 
taken as a voucher for the anti- 
quity of the tank ; but the vast 
number of kistvaens that are to 
be found on the two low hills be- 
fore mentioned, from their sum- 
mits to base on all sides exposed 
to view, prove these hills to 
have been used as a burial 
ground long before the tank was 
constructed. I opened several 

of these monuments of antiquity, and found broken pottery in a few 
of them. 

" The tradition of the people here also is the same, — ' that the stones 
were placed to mark where the people that preceded them buried their 
dead.' 

" I will not attempt any conjecture as to the purpose for which the 
Cromlechs were set up ; I submit the fact of their existence to you and 
the members of the Royal Irish Society. 

" Apologizing for the liberty I have taken in addressing you, 
" I beg to remain, Very Rev. Sir, 

" Tour obedient servant, 

"Henry O'Hara, M. I. C. E. I., 
" Deputy Commissary, Retired list, H. M. 
India Army. 
"Ftrmoy, Co. Cork, Nov. 25, 1864." 

MONDAY, JANUAKY 9, 1865. 
John Francis "Waller, LL. D., Vice-President, in the Chair. 

Robert Henry Beauchamp, Esq., was elected a member of the Aca- 
demy. 

On the recommendation of the Council, it was — 

Resolved,— That the sum of £29 15*., bequeathed to the Aca- 
demy by the late Beriah Botfield, Esq., be allocated to the Library 
department. 



